[bookmark: _GoBack]THREE marriages were under scrutiny in Alcester lbwn Hall on Friday night as couples tried to prove their harmonious rela- tionships. The ancient flitch trial, lvhich is trelieved to date back to the tenth cen- tury, was revived lt1' the court leet as a charitl' fundraising event and although it raised far nlore laughs than pounds, it has been declared such a success that the organisers are considering nraking it all annual event. John and Suzanne Cooper, Paul and Jay ne Robcrts, ltnd liob and Susan Andren's, took turns to go into ther dock to clairn their right to the flitch (a sidc of bacon) on the gl'ounds that they had "lit'ed in harnlon)' for a year all but a day." Representing each ot'thenr lvas Pauline F'ranklin, u'itlr .fohn Madge as counsel for the flitch, altd all under the beadl', judicial eye of retircd ci:'- cuit judge Michael Harrison-Ir';'i. The laughs began as ihe j url arrived to tre srvorn iIt. '' rtelve "stout volunteers" tl'ere call,'tl fbrw'ard, and some duly' rt'iected b1' counsel for :r varietl of rcasolls (Petcr llobinson because "he is agecl atnd lvill not sta-1' Aw'ake" ancl forrrter high hailiff Michael .Iackson "llecause I'e looks like a gips)'," for exP:..ple) but a shortage of replacr".rle ilts forced a recall. First in the dr-ik ll'ere the Coopers who, the cor.,r't rvas told, have been married fcr' 30 l'eeu's itrttl rnet lt'hcn  Anne Tugwell Alcester Court  reports from the Leet Flitch Trials  Mr Cooper was being treated for rugby injuries in the physiotherapy department where Mrs Cooper worked. They were asked to describe each other-"she's a cuddly wenchr" said he; "he has selective hearingr" said she - before Mr Madge delved deeper into their past to reveal secrets of a holiday in France when, as they queued at the port, they discovered that their passports were still in Alcester! "How harmonious was that event?" they were asked. Mr and Mrs Roberts have only been married for three years but enough memorable moments were laid irefore the court to chuckle over. !)uch as the time a friend landed his helicopter in their garden and offered to take thenr on a ride over Alcester to get sorne good aerial shots-it was only n'hen they arrived back that they discovered there was no film in the canrera. Ancl Mr Roberts' habit of rolling his socks into a ball and throwing thenr at the laundry basket (and missing), and Mrs Roberts' desire for pickled beetroot with everything! Mrs Andrews is no stranger to being in the limelight. As a member of the WI she was filmed walking out of last year's conference in protest at Tony Blair's political speech-an act  which did not surprise Mr Andrews, who on Friday, at least, played the hen-pecked husband well. He was obviously not too unhappy with the situation, however, for he revealed that when he had been offered camels in exchange for his wife during a trip to Port Said, he had declined. Mr Roberts also had his own media fame on Friday morning when he was interviewed about the trial by John Humphries for Radio 4. When asked the definition of an harmonious marriage he suggested: "the ability to listen to the other's viewpoint at any time. In fact, most of thc time." The couples stood down, and the jury retired with little guidance from the judge who said there was no point "as I know from bitter experience that no jury ever takes any notice." They were unaninrous ilt their deci- sion, however, finding that .John and Susanne Coopcr had hacl the "most harnronious marriage" of the three couples and they got their bacon. There were also prizes for the other two couples and the jury, all donated by local butcher Glyn Bromwich. Other players in the trial were John Theobald (clerk of the court), Keith Tomlinson (court crier), Ron I-,eek (court usher) and Jeremy Howell (iury bailif0.  OPerfect marriage. .Paul Roberts their relationship during the Alcester on are the advocates, Alcester solicit  
